
Chapel Talk: With Children around the World
“The Healing of the Canaanite Woman’s Daughter”
Text: Matthew 15: 21-28
Prop: Piece of bread

Show the bread.

Say: Who is hungry? Who would like to eat some of this bread?   In our 

Bible reading, Jesus talks about some special bread. Jesus had traveled 

about 30 miles from the Sea of Galilee. Even though he was trying to keep 

his visit a secret, a woman heard about Him and knew that she must see 

Him. She called to Him saying, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My 

daughter is suffering terribly from demon-possession!”

When Jesus didn’t answer, the disciples got annoyed. They said to 

Him, “Send her away.”

Jesus told her that He was sent for the lost sheep of Israel, the Jewish 

people. The woman did not give up. “Lord, help me,” she said.

Jesus said, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to 

their dogs.” He meant that He was the Savior promised to God’s people, 

the Jews. It looked like Jesus was calling her and her daughter ‘dogs.’

The woman was not offended. She recognized that Jesus was not 

calling her a wild mean dog, but a dog like the little puppies that are pets in 

the home. She replied, “Yes, Lord, for even the little puppies eat the 

crumbs that fall from the master’s table.”



Jesus answered, “Woman, you have great faith. Your request has

been granted.” He healed her daughter that very hour.

This Bible reading has good news for everyone here. We are like the

woman and the little girl, puppies under the table. Very few of us can trace

our family tree back to Abraham, to whom the Savior was promised. But,

Jesus welcomes us, and through our baptism makes us more than little

puppies. He makes us brothers and sisters, allowing us to call God our

Father.

In Jesus’ day, women and children were not seen as important. We

see here that Jesus healed a little girl! He wanted to release her from the

evil spirit so that she could love and serve Him. What joy it gave Him to

answer her mother’s request.

It gives Jesus great joy when we also bring requests to Him so that

other children can learn of His love. Jesus called Himself the Bread of Life.

He is the Bread that feeds and nourishes us so that our faith may grow. He

wants us to share that bread with others. You are doing that through your

prayers and offerings.  Because of you, many children will learn that Jesus

loves them and has died on the cross to forgive them of their sins. They will

learn that He rose again from the dead for them and that they are now

children of God.


