
Chapel Talk: Releasing Children from Poverty “Feeding of the 5000” Text: 
John 6:1-14
Prop: Lunch bag or lunch box containing 5 slices of bread and two small 
fish
(May be real or made from paper.)

Hold up a lunch bag or box.

Say: I’ve brought my lunch today and I am going to share it with anyone 

who is hungry, really hungry. Let’s pretend that it is suppertime, and you

haven’t eaten since breakfast.

Invite 12 children to come to the front, who want some.

O.K. Now let’s open this up and pass it out. I hope that you are really 

hungry. Hand out the bread first, counting out the pieces, and then the 

fish, counting them.

Share, now. Make sure that everyone gets enough. Eat up. It’s just common

barley bread but it is really good. The fish are from the Sea of Galilee.

Everyone likes them. Now, raise your hand if you have had enough to be

satisfied. Hmm. Nobody is satisfied. Go back to your places.



How many children did we have up here? What did they have to

share? Was there enough? In the Bible reading, how many men were there.

Yes, 5,000. They were easy to count because Jesus had them sit down in

groups of 50. That’s 100 groups of 50. And there were thousands of women

and children also. WOW!

Let’s think about that day. Jesus and his disciples had just found out

that their friend, John the Baptist had been arrested and killed by Herod.

They got in a boat and went across the Sea of Galilee to have some time

alone. The people had heard that Jesus did many wonderful things so they

brought all of their sick friends and family members to Jesus and He healed

them. He taught them all day.

Jesus knew that they would be there all day, listening to Him. Earlier, He

had asked His disciples if they had a plan to feed all of them.  It seemed

impossible. It would cost way too much. They would have to travel to many

towns and villages to get enough food. There was no way to transport the

food back to Jesus and the people. The people didn’t have what they

needed. The disciples didn’t have what they needed. But Jesus had what

they needed, using the offering of a boy, his simple lunch of two little fishes

and five little loaves of bread. Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks and broke



it into pieces, and gave it to the disciples to distribute. Jesus did the same

with the fish. The disciples just kept giving the bread and fish to people, and

every time they pulled off a piece of bread there was more bread. Every

time they pulled off a piece of fish, there was more fish. Everyone had

enough to eat!

Our idea for the day is “releasing children from poverty.”  Poverty is

when you are lacking the things that you need. Many of the people who

came to see Jesus were needed three things. Many of them were sick and

Jesus made them well. All were hungry and Jesus fed them. All of them

needed to hear Jesus tell them about their heavenly Father’s love and

forgiveness. As they saw the miracle Jesus had done, they said, “This is the

Prophet who is coming into the world.”

The children who are supported by the Children’s Christian Concern

Society have great needs. Many of them are sick, many of them are hungry,

and all of them need to hear about their heavenly Father’s love and

forgiveness. Your gift will help give them the things that they need. It will

release them from poverty. Some of the children will receive vitamins and

nourishing drinks to keep them healthy. Some will be given food at their

schools when there is little food at home.  When they have completed their



studies, they will be able to get better jobs to support their families. Most

importantly, they will learn about Jesus death for them on the cross and

that He came alive again to prepare a place for them in Heaven.

You might think that you don’t have very much to give. Look what

Jesus did with one boy’s lunch! Over 5,000 were fed so much they couldn’t

eat anymore. God can use even your small gifts in amazing ways. Before

Jesus gave out the bread and fish, He thanked God for the gift He was

about to give to others. Your prayers of thanksgiving for the offerings you

are giving are important. Ask God to make your gift to be a blessing to

many.  The disciple, Andrew, didn’t have any food of his own to give, but

found someone who did. Like Andrew, you can tell others of the need of

God’s children who are in poverty. You can help them to see how God can

use their gifts to help others. Your prayers and offerings do make a real

impact on the lives of children who now live in poverty.

Remember that we had 12 kids trying to eat one lunch. There wasn’t

enough. At the end of our Bible reading, Jesus directed the disciples to pick

up the left over pieces, so that none would be wasted. There were 12

baskets left, enough to feed 12 more people. The money you give will help

many more people than just the children who will receive your gifts. Their



families will benefit as they see the hope that Jesus can give. Their teachers

and their friends will be blessed as they also encourage each other in their

faith. It gives God great joy because He knows the people that will be

blessed in the future through the faith of the friend that you are helping.

May God bless us as we share what we have given so that others may

be fully fed and satisfied.


