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While working to accomplish my daily and
weekly responsibilities as the director of
LeadaChild, it is often easy to get caught up
in the administrative details and the quest to
collect funds for our organization. The weight
of those responsibilities can begin to feel like
a burden on one’s shoulders…
…but then, I get an email from an
international director with an uplifting report
about what is happening at their educational
site… or I receive a WhatsApp picture of some smiling faces
of children who are thankful for the opportunity to attend a
Lutheran school… or I read a note of gratitude from a long-time
donor, thanking us for the work we are doing to share the love of
Jesus with children.
Those emails, pictures, and notes remind me that our mission is
all about people: the children who attend schools and afterschool
programs, the dedicated leaders and teachers who serve the
children (and their families), and the faithful donors who make
this all possible.
The words from the people of LeadaChild remind me that the
Gospel is all about a person.
Jesus came to us - as a person – to be our Savior. He carried all
of our burdens upon His shoulders so that we might be freed
from sin, death, and the devil. And someday, we shall see Him
face to face… in person!
As you enjoy the various articles from some of the people of
LeadaChild, rejoice in the work that God is accomplishing within
them and through them… and pray that the Gospel message
about a person named Jesus reaches
Executive Director
more and more hearts and minds of
children all over the world.
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As for me and my house,
we will serve the Lord.

W

e are the Adrián Ventura family: my wife Cruz Maria, and our children
Adrianny, Josué and Raquel. We are Venezuelans, and I served God in
Venezuela as a pastor for 20 years. My wife was a classroom teacher in Cristo
Rey Lutheran School in Maturín. Our children were beneficiaries of LeadAChild
scholarships during their elementary school years.
Due to the humanitarian crisis in Venezuela and the deteriorating health
condition of our oldest daughter Adrianny, we decided to move to Chile.
Although I was prepared to work in any secular job in order to immigrate, we
thank God that we were extended a call to be missionaries in Chile by the
Confessional Lutheran Church of Chile in partnership with Global Lutheran
Outreach. I now serve as a missionary/pastor in the small city of Constitución,
which was severely damaged by an earthquake and tsunami in 2010.
The Confessional Lutheran Church of Chile developed the “Concordia After
School” educational project, which is directed by Cruz María. It is the first after
school program in the city, and it is designed to serve as a support for families
who do not have a place to leave their children once the school day ends and
the parents are still at work. We provide a schedule of activities and help the
children with their homework, which also gives us a beautiful opportunity to
share the message of God’s love in Jesus with the children and families of the
city, serving them in both body and soul.
LeadAChild has been supporting us with training workshops, scholarships for
the children, and their ongoing prayers and presence. This has enabled us to
greatly improve our program and to share the good news of the Gospel with the
families of Constitución.
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A Heart to Hea

Ann Gardels,
St. Paul Lutheran School Utica, NE

I remember attending a mission festival at our church when I was a child.
I remember my dad making an African grass hut. I remember taking pictures from the Brazil display. Since that time I
have had a passion for missions and I try to instill this into my students hearts and minds. This is the 10th year that I
have worked with LeadaChild to teach my students to be mission minded people. LeadaChild works with me and gives
me a photo of a student, class, or school. I make prayer cards for the students to take home and we put the same
prayer card on our altar. Everyday we pray for these children.
We have a bank that sits on our altar and the students bring in coins and bills and place them in the bank. There are
other things I have on display in the classroom so the students know how much money we have sent. They like to
watch this display grow. I help the children understand that we cannot directly send the money to the school we are
sponsoring. We send it to Dr. Frusti at LeadaChild and he will get it to the right place for us.

Ann Gardel’s class / Sora, Panama LeadaChild project

2019/20 CHAPEL THEME

This year for the first time my classroom had a craft booth at our school Fall bazaar. We made all kinds of craft items
and then sold them. The students were so excited and into selling the items knowing that the money was going to
help their friends in Panama.
When we sponsor children we always take time to learn about their country. Last year we had a Guatemala Posada with
authentic food. This year we are having a Panamanian celebration with a parade followed by authentic food. All of the
things I have mentioned are ways to help my students keep this project going throughout the school year and it really
makes the children we sponsor become very personal for us, just like they are our classmates. It is a heart to heart mission.
When I ask my students why we do this they always respond that they want the children in other countries to know
about Jesus. They want other children to be able to go to school and to learn about Jesus. This really brings out the
compassion the students have. One student made this comment, “We’re loving people because we’re children of
God.” Another one said, “This is what a Christian does.”
Teaching children to reach out to others is important as so much focus today is on one’s self. It is also a valuable
lesson to teach children that God has called us to love one another and to share the Good News. While we may not
be able to go overseas directly to share the love of Jesus, our prayers and our money do help reach out to those far
away from us.
It’s a joy to see children reach out to others, not because they have to, but out of love for Jesus and the desire that
everyone needs to know about their Savior. I am so grateful that LeadaChild works with me to help my students live a
life of servant hood for Jesus.

Great way to get kids
involved in mission
Collect offerings during chapel,
Sunday school, or VBS
Online themed lessons
and reproducibles
A special gift from the
mission field for each child
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hat a blessing it is to serve on the board of LeadaChild. My name is Jim Curran. I have had the privilege to serve on
the Board of Lead a Child for the last 10 years and currently serve as the board president. I have had a front row
seat to watch God’s awesome hand at work with this ministry. Under the leadership of Dr. Phil, this ministry continues
to focus on spreading the love of Jesus to children around the world through Christian education as it has done for
the past 50 years.
As a board member, we help provide guidance and direction to Dr. Phil and the LeadaChild organization. We meet
several times during the year to review and discuss the ministries progress towards accomplishing our mission. In
addition, we spend time reviewing the spiritual and educational impact we are having on children in countries like
Haiti, Guatemala, Sierra Leone and so many more. The board is a very talented group of leaders who love this ministry
and work hard to ensure we support and assist Dr. Phil and LeadaChild in this great commission.
Thank you for your on-going financial support and prayers for this ministry. I am honored to serve on the board of
LeadaChild and my prayer is that God will continue to richly bless this ministry so that we may continue to spread the
love of Jesus with children around the world.

Jim Curran President
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WITH YOUTH IN URUGUAY
by A N GELA S H ARP

ruguay is a small country of around 3.3 million

U

A wonderful new activity that has completed its inaugural year is Junior Chef. Students from St. Paul school and

people in South America between Brazil and

from the surrounding neighborhood enjoyed making food following a recipe which included an ingredient that

Argentina. It is widely considered the most secular

linked it to a Bible story. Three different groups met for this outreach activity sponsored by Cristo Para Todas las

nation in the Americas, with more than 40%

Naciones (LHM).

of people professing no religion. Uruguay has

We are excited to begin new opportunities and activities to reach out to even more children in the

officially separated church and state since 1916
even renaming many of the traditional holidays.
For example, Christmas Day is officially called
Family Day and Holy Week is Tourism Week. The
Lutheran Church of Uruguay has one congregation
in Montevideo which began in 1945 and opened a
school shortly after. The church also has two other
worship sites -one in a downtown neighborhood

neighborhoods and in the school. We plan to begin workshops to connect Bible stories to many other interests
and hobbies like painting, architecture/engineering, sewing, and drama. We would also like to begin an English
class once a week that would be for parents to learn English and their children to also practice their English skills
through songs, games, and activities. Each class will end with a comprehensive activity including the parents and
children together.
The team in Uruguay plans to continue sharing the word of God with many children and youth in Uruguay. We
are so grateful to Lead a Child for their support of Christian Education in Uruguay. THANK YOU!

and another in a small town in northern Uruguay
called Chapicuy.
Alongside the Christian education classes offered
in the school, there are two youth groups: one for
students who have completed confirmation and
the other for older youth. For the children in 6th
grade and under there are Bible school classes
on Sunday and two special Bible School events
(similar to VBS in the United States but offered
on several Fridays or Saturdays during the school
year). The children enjoy learning Bible stories,
singing songs, playing games, and making crafts.
There is always a special surprise at every event,
ranging from a science experiment to a life-size
board game in the gym. We plan to expand this
ministry in the coming year.

Junior Chef

LeadaChild
Leadership team
in Uruguay

LEADACHILD SCHOLARSHIP STUDENT
( W RI TTE N FOR HE R BY HE R T E ACH E R)

I have been attending Resurrection Lutheran School in Gualan, Guatemala
since I was five years old. I am now in the 3rd primary grade. My teacher is
Erika Franco.
I live with my grandparents since my mother is unable to cover all of the
expenses and pay for my education.
My favorite class is computer class, and I love to play soccer and play with
all my friends at school. Someday, I also hope to be a teacher of children
like Mrs. Franco.
Last year, my grandmother told me that I was not going to be able to study
at the Lutheran school because of their economic situation in which they
live. One day in school, we had an assignment to write a letter to Santa
Claus, so I wrote asking that Jesus would touch the heart of my mom so
that she would register me for school and I might continue to attend.
When my family read my letter, they decided to make a plan so that I
could continue at Resurrection Lutheran School!
Pictured above: Karolin is developing and grows in the grace and wisdom of Christ.
She loves her Christian education...and playing with her friends.

Give generously
Sign up for our monthly
e-news or phone app
Join a teacher training
mission trip
Sign up your school / Sunday
school for our Kids Helping Kids
program
Host a LeadaChild Sunday
at your church
Pray for the children and
international Lutheran schools

getINVOLVED

13505 S. Murlen, Suite 105
#331, Olathe, KS 66062-1600
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