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At the beginning of 2020, we kicked off our
new emphasis of a Decade to Disciple. Then
the pandemic hit, and our efforts for most of
the year focused on relief, virtual meetings of
encouragement, and learning new and creative
ways to connect with students and children amid
a myriad of restrictions, shut downs, and everchanging protocols.
Therefore, we begin 2021 with a reiteration
of our goal to assist the leaders and teachers
serving at our project sites with the mission to
“go and make disciples.” We believe the most
effective way to share the love of Jesus with
children is found in the Great Commission “teaching them to observe all things” - so that
the good work of a Christian education will lead
them to a solid foundation of faith in Christ
and a heart of service and fervent love for their
neighbors.
As Christian educators, we are not in the
business of simply passing along some Biblical
information along with knowledge and a few
skills in a variety of academic subjects. G.K.
Chesterton claims, “Education is not a subject,
and it does not deal in subjects. It is instead the
transfer of a way of life.”
Our way of life is found in Christ for He is
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the Way. Discipleship mimics the steps of the
first disciples as they followed Jesus, watched
him share His truth and grace, learned about
the kingdom of God, and put into practice the
lessons He shared. Following their “class time”
with Jesus, they went out (by the power of the
Holy Spirit) and literally changed the world …
that’s what disciples do!
This spring update is titled “Saved to Serve.”
The concept of Christian education doesn’t stop
at conversion, but it leads students down a path
of learning in order to prepare them to share the
hope they have in Christ (I Peter 3:15).
In this edition, we restate our LeadaChild
goals during this Decade to Disciple in order to
encourage and support the wonderful leaders
and teachers who serve the children at our
project sites. We hear from school leaders here
in the states who have committed to support our
mission through our Kids Helping Kids program,
and we spotlight committed leaders who have
taken discipleship to heart and now faithfully
serve the children in their own communities.

Regular worship and prayer
Learning Bible stories
Memorizing Scripture verses and basic doctrine
Singing hymns and Christian songs
Intentionally integrating God’s Word throughout the curriculum
Using teachable moments
Creating a positive, Scripture- filled environment
Modeling the life of a child of God

ENSURE strong connections between the educational ministries
we support and the local Lutheran churches.

ASSIST in creating and supporting Gospel-filled, excellent
educational programs and environments.
PROVIDE training for teachers and leadership consultation.
TARGET funding toward student scholarships, teacher
support, and program development.
DEVELOP a stronger base of those praying,
encouraging, and financially supporting these
educational ministries.

Executive
Director

DISCIPLING CHILDREN REVOLVES AROUND
SOME INTEGRAL FAITH ACTIVITIES
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OUR DECADE
TO DISCIPLE

EDUCATION IS NOT A SUBJECT,
AND IT DOES NOT DEAL IN

SUBJECTS. IT IS INSTEAD THE TRANSFER
OF A WAY OF LIFE.
G.K. Chesterton
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Hearts

BECOME A LeadaChild

Mission Partner

by Rachel Klitzing, Executive Director of School Ministries, LCMS, Pacific Southwest District

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything
I have commanded you… Matthew 28:19-20
Nearly a decade ago, the Barna Group, a national
research organization, conducted a study of a crosssection of the U.S. population on their knowledge of
faith and the Bible. Among the many things this study
revealed, researchers found that a very small percentage
of people in U.S. churches could identify what the Great
Commission is, and fewer still could identify where in
Scriptures the Great Commission is found.
Jesus’s words in Matthew 28:19-20 are His
commissioning to us to “go and make disciples of all
nations.” His love compels us to reach out to those in
need, both physically and spiritually, so that they will see
the care and concern of God’s people and know of Jesus
Christ’s love for them.
Each year the students in Lutheran schools of the Pacific
Southwest District (PSD) are invited to participate in
“Hearts for Jesus”, an annual unified mission project to
share the love and hope of Christ. This year, we joyfully
selected LeadaChild to effectively connect our students
with world mission, and to “introduce” them to children
throughout the world who are also learning about Jesus
their Savior!

In the pictures, students in Lutheran schools in
California, Arizona and Nevada (PSD) are participating in
activities to get to know the ways in which LeadaChild
shares the Gospel message of salvation with children
in far-away countries like Guatemala, Bolivia, Ghana,
El Salvador, or Sierra Leone. Students often set lofty
financial goals for themselves and their classmates
(depicted by the hearts), then bring in their chapel
offerings to share their love. We pray that through the
chapel offerings collected in our schools and sent to
LeadaChild, many more children will learn about Jesus’
saving grace in these other countries.
We also boldly pray that all our children (and their
families) have the head knowledge and the heart
knowledge of the Great Commission—to go, make
disciples, and share the hope of Jesus, by the power of
the Holy Spirit. Thank you, LeadaChild, for LEADING the
way in mission and pointing the way to Jesus!

Lisa Hellyer, Director of Engagement & Outreach

We are so grateful for our Mission Partners—
individuals, churches, schools and mission
groups who give a monthly gift to LeadaChild.

Sign up FOR OUR 2021/22
KIDS HELPING KIDS

With the ongoing support from our partners, many
children are receiving quality instruction, learning
about Jesus, and joining us on the path of discipleship.

Drop us an email to sign up
or ask any questions about
connecting your day school,
Sunday school, or vacation
Bible school children to our
international mission of
sharing Christ’s love!
executivedirector@
leadachild.org

Did you kno w

for just $25 A MONTH a child can attend one of our schools where the
love of Jesus will be shared with them daily?
We would love to add you to our growing group of Mission Partners!
Simply go to our website at leadachild.org and click on the “give now”
button. Indicate the amount of your monthly gift and select monthly in the
“frequency” drop down menu. If you have any questions, please contact
me at lisa@leadachild.org

FROM SCHOLARSHIP STUDENT

to Educational Leader

A NEIGHBORHOOD

servant IN
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MARLENE ARAGON FRANCO is the fourth of five children born to Jorge Aragon
and Elena Franco. They are Lutherans who attended Resurrection Lutheran
Church in Antigua, Guatemala. Marlene was born at the Lutheran Center on July
4th, 1985 and was baptized on December 24th by Pastor Douglas Rutt (Provost,
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis), who was the pastor there at that time.
In 1992, Marlene Aragon Franco began her studies in Elementary (Primaria)
in a Public school for girls at Antonio Castro y Escobar. She was just
beginning her educational career. Her education was aided by a scholarship
that she received from LeadaChild.
Following her middle school (basico), Marlene’s studies focused on a career
in Tourism and Hotel. With a lot of hard work, she paid for
her university studies. At the Pan American University, she
received the equivalent of a Master’s degree (Licenciatura) in
Pedagogy y Administration of Educational Centers. Marlene
also worked for two years at Cristo para Todas las Naciones
(the Lutheran Hour). This helped her get connected to many in
the Lutheran Church of Guatemala.
Presently, Marlene is a Director of Education Quality at Liceo
Antigueño in Antigua, Guatemala. She is also the director of
the afterschool program at Redentor del Mundo in Santiago
Zamora, Guatemala, one of our LeadaChild project sites.
She is busy these days doing the necessary paperwork to
be recognized by the Ministry of Education in Guatemala in
order to start Sola Gratia Lutheran School, a school that will
be an integral part of mission work in Santiago Zamora and
the nearby area. The school program will provide an excellent
academic education; It will be built upon the pillars of the Reformation- Sola
Scriptura, Sola Fide, Sola Gratia (Scripture Alone, Faith Alone, Grace Alone).
Marlene is the fruit of the ministry of LeadaChild. Marlene’s education was aided
by the commitment of Jim and Edie Jorns and the supporters of LeadaChild. She
shares that she is grateful for all that you have done for her. The impact of your
love for the children of Guatemala has had an impact on her life… and is now
impacting the lives of the next generation through
her opportunity to serve. Marlen also shares,
I am a woman, widow and mother of 2 children,
with a great desire to work and do things well
done. My love for God is very large and has never
abandoned me. Since I am the fourth of five
children, it was very difficult for my parents to
support our education. I have always studied in
Public Schools, due to the economic situation
of my parents. Without the scholarship that
LeadaChild provided, I am sure that I would not
have been able to study. God knows the plans
he has for me and he has prepared the way for
me to be able to help in the church at the right
time. Today, LeadaChild continues to help me to
be able to form, to lead, and teach the Lutheran
doctrine and share His love with children.

Tulio works with
children in his
neighborhood.

TULIO MESA was born on September 1983 in Tegucigalpa, Honduras. His dream as
a child was to become a teacher. He wanted to follow his dream when he graduated
from High School, but the University that teaches Education was very expensive.
He then started to study Economics, and this year he will graduate as an Auditor.
But in between his studies there was a big parenthesis, made by God, as he says. His
sister Loly lives in Nebraska and was coming every year to Honduras with a mission
team and Tulio regularly worked with the teams. In 2007, Rev. Edmund Auger, a
Lutheran mission Pastor, came with a team and they had long and deep conversations
about Tulio’s love for God and his hunger to learn more about Theology. Rev. Auger arranged for
Tulio to study free Lutheran courses. He was confirmed in Sora, Panama in 2008, and then he studied at
the Seminary in Nicaragua where Tulio became a Pastor in 2014.
Since 2008, Tulio started teaching Bible studies in his neighborhood in Comayaguela, with the
supervision from Rev. Auger and great support from family and friends. In 2012, he started an
after-school program and worked on the establishment of an LCMS Mission in Honduras. Since he
graduated as a Pastor, the first congregation started to meet at a home they rented in March, 2015.
Their first request to join LeadaChild came in 2016. Since 2017, they are now part of our family from
LeadaChild and continue to serve even through the difficult circumstances caused by Covid.
Tulio is very thankful for the blessings LeadaChild provides for the children of his community so that
they will have better opportunities in this life. The gifts from LeadaChild are the most valuable support
to advance the ministry of teaching the children to be well educated citizens with Christian values and
a love for his beautiful Country. He is confident this will help his neighborhood and his community to
produce great leaders for Honduras.

13505 S. Murlen, Suite 105
#331, Olathe, KS 66062-1600

www.LeadAChild.org

getINVOLVED

Pray for the children and
international Lutheran schools
Host a LeadaChild Sunday
at your church
Sign up your school / Sunday
school for our Kids Helping Kids
program
Sign up for our monthly
e-news or phone app
Give generously
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Amid the challenges of a pandemic, the
faithful leaders and teachers serving at our
project sites in Loma Cova and Sora, Panama
continue to find creative ways to teach, tutor,
and share the Good News of the Gospel.
PASTOR ALEJANDRO (SORO, PANAMA) WRITES:

Our LeadaChild friends: Many thanks for
your prayers and generous hearts, for being
instruments of God to remind us that He is in
control, and that His promises are eternal and
He will always watch over His Church.
Just as the Apostle Paul prayed for the
Greek churches and showed his love
for the church in Jerusalem, I thank
God and pray for you so that mercy
will fill you, and in all circumstances,
you will always have everything you
need and good works will abound in
you.

Sharing the
love of Jesus
with children
around the
world through
Christian
education.

